VZCZCXR06952 

00  RUEHAG  RUEHAO  RUEHAP  RUEHAT  RUEHBC  RUEHBI  RUEHBL  RUEHBW  RUEHBZ 
RUEHCD  RUEHCHI  RUEHCI  RUEHCN  RUEHDA  RUEHDE  RUEHDF  RUEHDT  RUEHDU  RUEHED 
RUEHEL  RUEHFK  RUEHFL  RUEHGA  RUEHGD  RUEHGH  RUEHGI  RUEHGR  RUEHHA  RUEHHM 
RUEHHO  RUEHHT  RUEHIHL  RUEHIK  RUEHJO  RUEHJS  RUEHKN  RUEHKR  RUEHKSO 
RUEHKUK  RUEHKW  RUEHLA  RUEHLH  RUEHLN  RUEHLZ  RUEHMA  RUEHMC  RUEHMJ  RUEHMR 
RUEHMRE  RUEHNAG  RUEHNG  RUEHNH  RUEHNL  RUEHNP  RUEHNZ  RUEHPA  RUEHPB 
RUEHPD  RUEHPOD  RUEHPT  RUEHPW  RUEHQU  RUEHRD  RUEHRG  RUEHRN  RUEHROV 
RUEHRS  RUEHTM  RUEHTRO  RUEHVC  RUEHVK  RUEHYG 
DE  RUEHC  #2757  1390401 
ZNR  UUUUU  ZZH 
O 180353Z  MAY  08 
FM  SECSTATE  WASHDC 

TO  ALL  DIPLOMATIC  AND  CONSULAR  POSTS  COLLECTIVE  IMMEDIATE 

RUEHTRO/AMEMBASSY  TRIPOLI  IMMEDIATE  0490 

RHEHAAA/WHITE  HOUSE  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE  3331 

RHEHNSC/NSC  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE  0519 

RUEKJCS/ SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFISS/ JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE 

RUEKJCS/ SECDEF  WASHINGTON  DC/ /USD : SOLIC/ / IMMEDIATE 

RHRMAKS/ COMFIFTHFLT  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFIUU/ COMSIXTHFLT  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFIUU/NGA  HQ  BETHESDA  MD  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFISS/ COMSOCEUR  VAIHINGEN  GE  IMMEDIATE 

RHHJJAA/JICPAC  PEARL  HONOLULU  HI  IMMEDIATE 

RHHMUNA/HQ  USPACOM  HONOLULU  HI  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFIUU/ CDR  USSOCOM  MACDILL  AFB  FL  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFISS/ CDR  USCENTCOM  MACDILL  AFB  FL  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFIUU/ CDR  USJFCOM  NORFOLK  VA  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFISS/ CDR  USEUCOM  VAIHINGEN  GE  IMMEDIATE 

RUEADWD/HQ  DA  WASHINGTON  DC//DAPE : PRO//  IMMEDIATE 

RUEADWD/HQ  DA  WASHINGTON  DC/ /DAPE-PRR-C/ / IMMEDIATE 

RUEADWD/HQ  DA  WASHINGTON  DC/ /DAPE : MO/ / IMMEDIATE 

RUEADWD/DA  WASHINGTON  DC//DAMO-AOC-CAT//PCC//  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFIUU/ CDR  USSTRATCOM  OFFUTT  AFB  NE  IMMEDIATE 

RHEFDIA/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE 

RHEFDIA/DIA  WASHINGTON  DC//TWC//  IMMEDIATE 

RUEKJCS/ JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE 

RUEKJCS/ JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC/ / J-3 : JOD/ / IMMEDIATE 

RUEKJCS/ JOINT  STAFF  WASHINGTON  DC/ / J- 1 / / J-3 : JOD/ / IMMEDIATE 

RHMFISS/ CDR  USSOUTHCOM  MIAMI  FL  IMMEDIATE 

RUMIAAA/HQ  USSOUTHCOM  J2  MIAMI  FL  IMMEDIATE 

RHMFISS/HQ  USSOUTHCOM  J3  MIAMI  FL  IMMEDIATE 

RUEAIIA/ CIA  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE  2984 

RHMCSUU/FBI  WASHINGTON  DC  IMMEDIATE  9586 

UNCLAS  STATE  052757 

SIPDIS,  SENSITIVE 

E.O.  12958:  N/A 

TAGS:  AEMR  ASEC  CASC  KFLO  MARR  PREL  PINR  AMGT  LB 
SUBJECT:  MGLBOl : LEBANON  MONITORING  GROUP  SITUATION 
REPORT  NO.  17 


SLOW  PROGRESS  IN  TALKS  ON  ELECTION  LAW  IN  DOHA 


11_1 . (SBU)  Participants  in  the  first  day  of  negotiations 
told  Embassy  Beirut  talks  focused  on  the  election  law. 
Future  Party  leader  Hariri's  advisor,  Ghattas  Khoury, 
said  that  after  several  hours  the  committee  made  "some 
progress,  but  it's  slow."  Transportation  Minister 
Safadi  said  the  Doha  dialogue  had  a "50-50"  chance  of 
success,  but  noted  the  Qatari  PM  is  pushing  both  parties 
hard.  (Ops/Embassy  Beirut  e-mail) 


FURTHER  TALKS  TO  FOCUS  ON  CABINET;  HIZBALLAH'S  WEAPONS 


T2 . (SBU)  According  to  PM  Siniora's  senior  advisor,  the 
Qatari  PM  plans  to  discuss  the  Lebanese  cabinet 
composition  after  an  agreement  on  the  electoral  law.  An 
advisor  to  Speaker  Berri  claimed  Hariri's  rejection  of 
the  10-10-10  formula  remains  the  major  obstacle.  Druze 


leader  Jumblatt  acknowledged  continuing  disagreements 
within  March  14  over  the  precise  formula,  but  confirmed 
the  group  had  rejected  10-10-10.  (Ops/Embassy  Beirut  e- 
mail ) 

13.  (SBU)  Transportation  Minister  Safadi  told  Embassy 
Beirut  the  Qatari  PM  was  trying  to  amend  the  agenda  to 
include  a discussion  on  Hizballah's  weapons,  a move 
supported  by  March  14.  The  PM  indicated  he  would  put 
something  on  paper  committing  the  parties  to  discuss  the 
issue  later  in  Beirut.  According  to  Berri ' s advisor, 
Hizballah's  weapons  would  not  be  discussed  until  after 
the  election  of  a president  — under  the  president's 
auspices  with  the  participation  of  the  Arab  League  and 
the  Qataris.  (Ops/Embassy  Beirut  e-mail) 

1.4.  (U)  Minimize  considered. 

RICE 


